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                              2012 Women’s Retreats Weekend 2

Rev. Debbie Nelson- Keynote Speaker
 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free….” (Gal. 5:1)  How precious is the freedom Christ died to give us, and this is the motivation behind the ministry of Rev. Debbie Nelson.  As a pastor of Ridge Manor Community United Methodist Church and a regular conference and retreat speaker, Debbie loves to share the Word of God and witness people encounter Jesus in a way that loosens shackles and lifts the heavy heart.  Through laughter and tears, it is Debbie’s hope that you find the liberating love of Jesus as we draw close to His sweet Spirit during our retreat experience.  Seeing the resurrection not only as the moment that changed the world, but also as an on-going invitation from our Lord to be daily raised to new life, Debbie’s hope and prayer is for you to encounter the Savior in a way that leads you to a personal experience of Pentecost—life and joy, power and passion, new fire and purpose…all gifts our Lord longs to impart to you each day.  There is more, beloved, and it is time we stop settling for any less.
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Ronni Scott – Bible Study Leader
A native Virginian, Ronni Scott is an Air Force veteran and former teacher who enjoys art, baking, and starring roles as wife, Mom, and her favorite, Granny. In answer to God’s call, Ronni earned a Master’s Degree in Biblical Studies at Asbury Theological Seminary’s Florida campus in Orlando, graduating in May 2009. A member of St. Andrew’s UMC, Brandon, FL, she recently “retired” from 20 consecutive years teaching adult Bible studies, and is currently writing short stories and a book detailing her extraordinary experiences in the Word of God. Ronni has several stories in Ambassador International’s recently published compilation, Women of the Secret Place.
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Sue Sommer – Music Leader 
You’ll find Sue to be inspiring, energetic, and a party waiting to happen!  She has been blessed by God to share music and testimony through her 15 years in full-time ministry.  Her mission:  sharing His Love, Forgiveness, and New Life found in Jesus.  You’ll find her 5 CD collections available in the Cokesbury bookstore.  Sue attends First UMC of Coral Springs, where she serves as a Worship Leader.









Lisa McNamee – Devotions – Retreat Design Team
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Margie Anderson – Hymn Sing 
John & Margie Anderson have been making music for the Lord since meeting at Florida Southern College in "the 70's."  John is the Music Department Coordinator for Polk State College in Winter Haven and has taught music and musical theater at the secondary and collegiate levels as well as being in music ministry in local churches for over 30 years.  Margie has taught 2nd graders, preschool music, and had a private music studio (piano & voice).  She is currently enjoying serving as the Church Secretary at Beymer Memorial UMC in Winter Haven.   The Andersons love to share their joy in the Lord through music - old and new.  John & Margie live in Bartow with their son, John Neil, and 4 spoiled kitties.
Becky Bell – Enrichment 
Becky Bell became fascinated with the holistic benefits of yoga in 2004.  Over the years, she yearned to hear biblical truth expressed through these calm meditations and movements.  In 2008, she began training to instruct mind-body classes from a boldly biblical perspective.  Her experience includes personal training, a private studio, fitness center classes, neighborhood groups, Christian resorts, and Women’s retreats.  Becky has explored the faith-based aspect of fitness training in Canada under the mentorship of Laura Monica, founder of WholyFit, a well-respected Christian fitness organization.  Her training and personal experience with Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina sets the tone for this spiritual practice.  And her physical training flows from aspects of vinyasa yoga.  She has completed her 200-hour registration for yoga teachers under internationally-recognized teachers in both greater Los Angeles & New York City.  
ALIGN fitness classes incorporate contemplative and meditative principles of the Christian faith with the physical discipline of exercise to align body, mind & soul for holistic Wellness and Worship. This weekend, we will move through a sequence of ground-to-standing poses that are physically invigorating in ways that both strengthen and soothe the body. These movements will be guided by inspirations from the Word, musical accompaniment, and quotes about our confident hope in the everlasting arms of the Lord.  Class will conclude with a few greatly anticipated moments of serenity dedicated to surrendering to God in format similar to silent Centering Prayer.  Participants are encouraged to bring a fitness mat (Yoga or Pilates) or a long beach towel. 
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Gerry Gardner - “Restored Hope:  Breaking the Grip of Shame  
Gerry is a gifted teacher and prayer minister focused on a Kingdom perspective.  Gerry and her husband Scott are the founding directors of Compelled By Grace – A Global Ministry with a mission to lead people to the saving love of Jesus Christ through worship, teaching, healing, and prayer.  The passion for their ministry is found in Hebrews 12:15 that “….not one would miss His grace”. 
Gerry previously served fourteen years as administrator of an international healing ministry in Osprey, Florida, coordinating healing conferences, training prayer facilitators, and facilitating individual prayer ministry.  Gerry is earning her Masters degree in World Mission and Evangelism at Asbury Theological Seminary (Orlando) and plans to publish her book, Hearts That Matter Much, about ministering inner healing with children.  She serves on the Board of Directors of REACH-USA, Inc., supporting the healing and reconciliation ministry of REACH Organization in Rwanda serving the survivors and perpetrators of the 1994 genocide.  
God’s Word tells us that “the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame” (Isaiah 28:16; Roman 9:33).  However, we encounter daily a world with shame-based messages at every turn. When will we ever DO enough?  When will we ever BE enough?  Coming out of agreement with the voice of shame is a journey of healing root causes, breaking the lies of the enemy, and stepping from confusion into your inherited authority in Christ Jesus.  This session will challenge you to make new agreements and break the grip of shame forever!


Frances Jennings. – Enrichment 
Frances was born in the “show me” state of Missouri, but very quickly moved to Wichita, Kansas.  Her father was in education, and also coached basketball; her mother was a “stay at home mom”.  Much of her childhood was lived in Ft. Collins, Colorado until at the time of WW 2 when Professor Yingling was called to Washington D.C. to serve on President Roosevelt’s War Manpower Commission.
Frances attended Wesleyan College and later took classes in pre-law before realizing she was hungry and thirsty to know more of God’s Word and how it could be lived out in her life.  At that time she began attending Luther Rice Seminary where she remained to receive her Master’s degree.
After 48 good years of marriage, and the joy of raising 4 healthy children, Frances still hungered for a ‘closer walk with Jesus’ and began four years of spiritual direction.  Since that time she has been privileged to serve as a spiritual director, walking with clergy and lay on the journey.
Frances currently serves as Chair of the Conference Spiritual Formation team and looks forward to the challenge of seeking to make prayer the foundation of the General Conference of the UMC to be held in Tampa in April, 2012
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 “Amazzing” Steel Drum Ensemble 
The happiest music in the world comes from the beautiful hand crafted steel drums and the adults and young people that make up the "Amazzing" Steel Drum Ensemble. This group began in 1993 and has played for church services, clubs, festivals, weddings, and parties. We have amazed people wherever we have gone. 
This music has power to move people. sometimes the whole room begins to move and clap and sway. The special sounds of steel drums seems to fill folks with joy. People dance and make conga lines and just really enjoy themselves.
The "Amazzing" Steel Drum Ensemble gives our families a chance to do things together. Young people learn the skill and discipline of making music and the courage of performing it in front of crowds of listeners.
The band plays for donations. The donations support our camp program and make up a majority of our budget. We also have had the pleasure and challenge of producing two recordings. 
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Judy Stevens -  "How to Keep Your Promise To Your Family"
Judy Stevens is a quasi-retired attorney who practiced Family Law and Estate Planning in Rockledge, Florida.  She has served on the Design Team and is a member of Rockledge UMC. However she is most proud of being Oma to her five grandchildren, ranging in ages 18-10.  She is a widow and understands firsthand the complexes of having a proper Estate Plan.
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Donna Williams – Make It, Take It (Craft)
Donna Williams’ an independent consultant with the Pampered Chef and I love it!   I get to stay at home with my family and make money when I want!  I am retired from the Army Nurse Corps after 22 years of service and I am active in Scouting and in Church.  I am happily married and we have one son, Tyler who will be 14 soon.  Our Craft is Tie Dye!   Taking simple colors and creating a colorful, joyful project!  It’s simple and fun to do.   It requires no talent, tie-dyeing is accomplished by folding the material into a pattern, and binding it with string or rubber bands. Dye is then applied to only parts of the material.  The die patterns are colorful and unique!   Do a scarf, bag or neckerchief!  Maybe even a t-shirt.   Come on out and have some creative fun!

